14                THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR

will eventually sacrifice us."19 In consequence, Conrad
even thought of resigning his position as Chief-of-Staff,
rather than be responsible for letting slip another oppor-
tunity to settle with Serbia,

In the fall of 1913, when Serbia and Montenegro were
defying the Powers by refusing to respect the Albanian
frontier established by the London Conference, Conrad
again urged military action on the part of Austria for the
defense of Albania. Berchtold hesitated. Conrad then
talked with Forgach. "Count Forgach agreed that a strong
intervention would be the best thing, but he had lost hope
that it could be brought about. The Emperor and the Heir
to the Throne were opposed to it, and Berchtold would not
force them to it." 20

Toward Italy Franz Ferdinand always had a strong an-
tipathy and deep distrust, based partly on political hatred
for the country which had seized his family lands in Modena
and Este, partly from bigoted religious dislike for the state
which had dispossessed the Pope and seemed to be ruled by
Freemasons and anti-clericals, and partly on a shrewd
suspicion of the duplicity of Italian diplomacy. Neverthe-
less, he refused to support Conrad in his repeated efforts to
let loose a preventive war against Italy in 1907 and again in
1911, when Italy was involved in war with Turkey.

The idea that Franz Ferdinand is to be wholly identified
with the reckless fire-eating militarists of Austria is un-
sound, It is a legend which grew up later after the War
began. He was one of those who thoroughly believed in
the maxim, Si ms pacem, para bellum. But he was not the
kind of a man to bs swept away, as so many worshipers of
this maxim are, by the desire to engage in war and put into

20 October 6, 1913; ibid., p. 462. A few days later Czernin also told
Conrad: "Here in Austria we have to reckon with the Emperor and the
Heir to the Throne, who are not in favor of war, least of all the Heir;
he clings blindly to peace;" ibid., 464. See also p. 597.